October Activity Report

2020

Program Focus Areas
Existing Business
Activity ̴ Business Recruitment ̴ Real Estate Development
Project

Averages
Project
Averages

Project Activity Stats

Active and Missed

JOBS

JOBS
158

43

SQUARE FEET
THOUSAND
SQUARE FEET
190

13
ACRES

ACRES
55

$4

INVESTMENT
MILLION
INVESTMENT
$80M

Active Projects

8

New

8

0

3

16
59

20 Missed Projects Over Last 12 Months

Projects Added

Site Visits

1 Project Announced
4
1

Moved to Inactive
Moved back to Active

Projects by Source

Existing

Projects by Location

Projects by Type

October 2020

Retention
& Expansion
Existing Business
Activity

4

UNIQUE
VISITS

5

FOLLOW
UP VISITS

Program Stats

12

PARTNER
MEETINGS

5
17

REAL ESTATE
DEVELOPMENT

SOLUTIONS
PROVIDED

Owen Medical Products, LLC, a woman-owned small business (WOSB), is
opening in the Town Square business complex in North Wilkesboro this month.
The new company will manufacture and supply non-woven disposable ASTM
Level 1 procedural face masks and distribute other disposable and medical
products. These disposable medical products will be sold direct to the end user
(hospitals, ambulatory surgical centers, outpatient medical clinics, long term
care, dental, veterinary and consumer markets) and through distribution
channels to diversify the customer portfolio. “Wilkes EDC is grateful that Brian
and Jill Owen of Owen Medical Products shared their vision and allowed us to
assist in a building search for their new endeavor. We look forward to a
successful startup and product launch that will provide critical medical supplies
to those in need, while also creating local job opportunities in Wilkes County.
As they grow, we will strive to be a continued resource that offers support
and celebrates their success,” said Wilkes EDC President LeeAnn Nixon.

Omega Construction joins LEAP Investors
Thank you to Omega Construction
for becoming an investor in the
Wilkes EDC and supporting growth
in Wilkes County. The primary
markets they operate in include
hospitality, retail, industrial and distribution, historic preservation and
commercial. Visit their website to learn more about Omega Construction.
We welcome others to join us in our mission, contact the Wilkes EDC to
get involved.

September Unemployment Rate
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Up from 5.7% in August. State September Rate is 7.3%.
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Housing Study Focus Group Held
Wilkes EDC hosted a Focus Group following the release of the Local Housing
Study. A panel of selected development experts were invited to brainstorm internal
solutions and respond to the housing shortage. Productive discussions were held
to provide suggestions to various local entities that can encourage development.
For more information on the Housing Study, visit the official Wilkes EDC site.

Golden LEAF Features Success of Ag Grant
In their October LEAFLine Newsletter, Golden Leaf Foundation
featured an article about the partnership of Wilkes EDC and the N.C.
Cooperative Extension. "In August 2013, Wilkes EDC was awarded
$45,000, in collaboration with the N.C. State Cooperative Extension,
to support the establishment of a cost-share genetic improvement
program to boost the profitability of local cattle producers. After the
genetic improvement program was so successful, Wilkes EDC applied
for and received $63,000 from Golden LEAF in 2019 to assist young
farmers who are often challenged with continuing farming due to lack
of access to and the high cost of owning equipment required to
maintain their farms. Equipment purchased in fall 2019 has so far
been rented 30 times, supporting 1,250 animals and 640 acres of
farmland." Wilkes EDC would like to thank John Cothren and the
Wilkes Cooperative Extension Team for making this program a success.

Notable Awards and Announcements
EDPNC reported that Site Selection Magazine named North Carolina as the #1 Best Business
Climate State in 2020. For the last 5 years NC has held the #2 spot, but despite a global pandemic
has risen to the top for the first time since 2010.
The October Issue of Business NC Magazine announced a list of 2020 Trailblazers which included
two of Wilkes County’s own. Zach Barricklow, VP of Strategy- Wilkes Community College and Gregory
Brady,Co-Owner Anchor Coffee were both recognized as “thriving business owners and professionals
under the age of 40 who work in N.C. cities and towns that have fewer than 100,000 residents.”
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ECMD, Inc was recognized as Lowe’s Vendor Partner of the Year. This status is awarded to
suppliers who put customers’ needs first, have innovative and fresh ideas, and who step up to deliver
on commitments.

