
 

 

 

High Country WDB  
Overview | LEAD  
Analytics (nccommerce.com) 

https://analytics.nccommerce.com/regional-labor-market-overviews/high-country/
https://analytics.nccommerce.com/regional-labor-market-overviews/high-country/
https://analytics.nccommerce.com/regional-labor-market-overviews/high-country/
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Momentous Day of Giving for Speedway 

Children’s Charities North Wilkesboro 

mailto:info@wilkesedc.com?subject=Interested%20in%20next%20Young%20Professional%20Meetup
https://www.facebook.com/NWBSpeedway?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZX0Ci_20LrU4vUZzkPAQcLxxAkCJtywULMKW8djhXU8-CX0D7Iasqnv9wxXGhYKd64K2saXo9riAHjGiRF5NKu2QCUunDcHhFCIfitQbEl3TBdHBn5a-t6AQIG7xqa_MFklJaPg1yjDmooAzew3SoBcB0ho6EXKuTaUlL42N89Po096CoQv7ryfvz5im_BTqsCGFpPLmy-X_OO
https://www.facebook.com/speedwaycharities?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZX0Ci_20LrU4vUZzkPAQcLxxAkCJtywULMKW8djhXU8-CX0D7Iasqnv9wxXGhYKd64K2saXo9riAHjGiRF5NKu2QCUunDcHhFCIfitQbEl3TBdHBn5a-t6AQIG7xqa_MFklJaPg1yjDmooAzew3SoBcB0ho6EXKuTaUlL42N89Po096CoQv7ryfvz5im_BTqsCGFpPLm
https://www.northwilkesborospeedway.com/media/momentous-day-giving-for-speedway-children-charities-north-wilkesboro.html?fbclid=IwAR3q-zLKZ-ttGxZ-iH0cUeuTCIaOide64XsQmQe-0ggAlIt2ixK7VqAKZpY
https://www.northwilkesborospeedway.com/media/momentous-day-giving-for-speedway-children-charities-north-wilkesboro.html?fbclid=IwAR3q-zLKZ-ttGxZ-iH0cUeuTCIaOide64XsQmQe-0ggAlIt2ixK7VqAKZpY


 

 

Select Steel Buildings Expands In North 

Wilkesboro | Wilkes EDC 

Hydrate Heroes Announces Opening Of 

New Distribution Center | Wilkes EDC 

https://wilkesedc.com/news/select-steel-buildings-expands-in-wilkesboro/
https://wilkesedc.com/news/select-steel-buildings-expands-in-wilkesboro/
https://wilkesedc.com/news/hydrate-heroes-announces-opening-of-new-distribution-center/
https://wilkesedc.com/news/hydrate-heroes-announces-opening-of-new-distribution-center/


 

 

Wilkes County Remains Tier 1 Status for 2024  
 

Tiers are assigned to all 100 Counties to determine various state funding opportunities that assist with economic development. For 

2024, Wilkes will remain a Tier 1 ‘Most Distressed.’ Being a Tier 1 gives us the ability to request the most assistance in relation to state 

incentives and grants. Since we remained a Tier 1 for 2024, the question is, did we improve or decline? We continue to improve our 

rank in the Property Tax Base Per Capita, Population Growth, and Median Household Income. Our Unemployment rate shows some 

progress, however, our ranking declined compared to other counties. Although we improved in most areas, we still have a lot of work 

to do in relation to the North Carolina averages. Our overall Economic Distress rank improved from #22 to #26 out of 100 counties, 

where one is the ‘most distressed’ and 100 is the ‘least distressed.’   

Adjusted Property Tax Base Per  

Capita:  

Tax base increased 4.75% allowing more  

infrastructure and public service revenue.  

Ranking went up from 28 to 30.  

2023 - 2024 

$96,295 (#30) 

*NC average $136,274 

2022 - 2023 

$91,928 (#28) 

2021 - 2022 

$90,091 (#35) 

2020 - 2021 

$83,712 (#35) 

Population Growth: 

% of population loss reduced. Ranking went up 

from 27 to 29. 

2019 - 2022 

-0.75% (#29) 

*NC average 3.20% 

2018 - 2021 

-0.85% (#27) 

2017 - 2020 

-1.56% (#28) 

2016 - 2019 

0.29% (#30) 

Median Household Income: 

Income increased by 2.7%. Ranking went up 

from 29 to 31. 

2020 - 2021 

$47,891 (#31) 

*NC average $61,997 

2019 - 2020 

$46,830 (#29) 

2018 - 2019 

$45,250 (#27) 

2017 - 2018 

$44,080 (#40) 

Unemployment Rate, 12 Month Avg: 

Unemployment percentage improved. Ranking 

declined from 47 to 41 . 

2022 - 2023 

3.68% (#41) 

*NC average is 3.48% 

2021 - 2022 

3.70% (#47) 

2020 - 2021 

4.90% (#56) 

2019 - 2020 

5.99% (#64) 

Visit the NC Commerce website to learn more about the County Distress Rankings (Tiers)   

County Distress Rankings (Tiers) | NC Commerce  

nccommerce.com/grants-incentives/county-distress-rankings-tiers
https://www.commerce.nc.gov/grants-incentives/county-distress-rankings-tiers


 

 



 

 


