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The Wilkes County Housing Summit, held on November 15th, 2024, at The Stone Center, provided 
a vital platform for discussing the pressing housing challenges and opportunities facing our 
community. This event, hosted by Wilkes EDC in partnership with the sponsors listed below, 
covered a release of the in-depth Wilkes County Housing Study. The study builds on findings from 
the Carolina Core’s 21-County Housing Study, illuminating critical gaps in local housing availability 
and outlined potential solutions for future growth. 

The summit brought together a diverse group of stakeholders, including local government officials, 
developers, real estate professionals, and community leaders. Throughout the event, attendees 
gained valuable insights. Keynote presentations were provided by Patrick Bowen of Bowen 
National Research, Eric Maribojoc, Professor of the Practice & Affordable Housing Initiative Lead at 
UNC Chapel Hill, and Neil Gurney of the Gateway Wellness Foundation highlighted successful case 
studies and shared strategies for overcoming common barriers in housing development. 

One of the summit’s most significant outcomes was the collaborative discussions that took place 
around potential properties and sites for future development in Wilkes County. By bringing 
together so many passionate and engaged stakeholders, the event fostered dialogue that will lead 
to actionable solutions in the months and years ahead. 

The success of this summit is a testament to the commitment of Wilkes EDC and our event 
sponsors: Blair Properties, LLC/Allen Tate, Callie Stone | eXp Realty, Angela Reins - The Mission Group | Brokered by eXp Realty, and 
Greene's Site Development. Their support ensured that this important conversation was not only possible but also impactful for our 
community.  

Visit the link to view the 
Wilkes County Housing Needs 
Assessment: Housing Needs 
Assessment - Wilkes County, 
NC | Wilkes EDC  

As a partner in the NC Carolina Core marketing effort, Wilkes County continues to benefit from 
valuable opportunities to enhance its economic prosperity. On November 6th, Wilkes EDC joined 
economic developers from Yadkin and Surry counties to a meeting with staff from the Economic 
Development Partnership of North Carolina (EDPNC). Facilitated by Loren Hill, this meeting aimed to 
familiarize newer EDPNC staff members with local economic developers. It provided an opportunity to 
showcase the region's assets while strengthening relationships with EDPNC's most recent team 
members.  

Additionally, on November 19th, Wilkes County stakeholders participated in the "More in the Core" 
Talent Attraction Workshop. This interactive workshop focused on 
attracting and retaining top talent within the region, providing 
valuable insights into workforce strategies. It highlighted the 
importance of collaboration among business leaders, HR 
professionals, and economic development organizations to drive 
sustainable growth and ensure the Carolina Core is a competitive 
and compelling destination for talent. 

Both events demonstrate the value of Wilkes County’s partnership 
in the NC Carolina Core, offering platforms to collaborate, attract 
investment, and ultimately strengthen our workforce and economy. 

To learn more about the NC Carolina Core and its impact on our 
region, visit More in the Core | Move to North Carolina .  

Snapshot of the More in the Core campaign showcasing talent attraction 
marketing efforts beyond North Carolina.  
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https://www.allentate.com/Office/Detail/North-Wilkesboro/3289912314
https://calliestone.exprealty.com/
https://www.themissiongroupnc.com/
https://www.greenesitedevelopment.com/
https://wilkesedc.com/studies-reports/study/housing-needs-assessment-wilkes-county-nc/
https://wilkesedc.com/studies-reports/study/housing-needs-assessment-wilkes-county-nc/
https://wilkesedc.com/studies-reports/study/housing-needs-assessment-wilkes-county-nc/
https://moreinthecore.com/


 

 

North Wilkesboro, N.C. —  Wilkes Economic Development Corporation 
(Wilkes EDC) received a $25,000 grant from the Duke Energy Foundation to 
launch the Downtown Boro’s Small Business Grant Program, designed to 
support businesses in the downtown areas of Wilkesboro and North 

Wilkesboro. Replacing the Fall 2024 
Entrepreneur Grant Program, this 
initiative empowers existing and expanding businesses that have been operating for over a 
year. The program offers grants of up to $5,000 to fund operational enhancements such as 
equipment upgrades, space improvements, and e-commerce expansion. With the selection 
process now complete, Wilkes EDC is proud to announce the grant recipients and their plans 
to strengthen their businesses, marking a significant step in fostering local economic growth. 

3 Pink Flamingos Boutique, owned and operated by Christy and Cameron Jones, is a clothing retail 
store with appeals to both men and women, reflecting the “style in the foothills.” They are located 
at 107 W Main Street, Wilkesboro. Christy and Cameron Jones plan to update and rebrand 3 Pink 
Flamingos’ marketing. They received $1,500 toward their marketing plan and branding. Follow 3 Pink Flamingos Boutique’s 
Facebook page or visit their online store today to learn more and see their selection! 

Blue Ridge Reflexology, a previous entrepreneur grant recipient, is operated by Nicole Wagoner at 
807 B Street, North Wilkesboro. The business specializes in a whole-body approach to wellness using 
micro-movement techniques to facilitate relaxation and healing, relieving clients of stress, everyday 
pain, and ailments. The business was awarded $3,800 toward an electric lift table, which allows her 
to offer her services to a broader target audience. Visit BlueRidgeReflexology.com today to learn 
more and to book your appointment today! 

High Country Seafood Co LLC, owned by Timothy Espinoza and supported by his family, has been serving 
Western North Carolina with fresh, sustainably sourced seafood since 2014. Over a year ago, the business 
relocated to North Wilkesboro to expand operations and serve a growing customer base, including individuals, 
chefs, and wholesalers. High Country Seafood Co LLC was awarded $2,500 to purchase a refrigerator, enabling 
them to store more products and ensure the highest level of freshness for their clients. To learn more, visit 
HighCountrySeafoodCo.com. 

Liberty Theatre, now owned by Mark and Lani Cook, and Mick and Aynsley Zulpo, has been a beloved part of 
Wilkes County for over 90 years. The new owners, who assumed leadership in early 2023, are dedicated to preserving 
the theater’s legacy while enhancing its offerings. With a $5,000 grant from the program, they plan to upgrade the 
sound and speaker systems in both theaters, elevating the moviegoing experience for the community. To learn more 
or to check out upcoming shows, visit LibertyTheatreNC.com.  

Tonya’s Academy of Dance, owned and led by Tonya Ferguson Wentz, provides dance education for children 
aged 2 to 18, fostering skill, confidence, and creativity. The academy received a $5,000 grant to invest in a new 
laptop, iPad Minis, and portable ballet barres. These upgrades will streamline operations, enhance the class 
experience, and support the instructors in delivering top-quality lessons. To discover more about the academy 
or to enroll, visit Tonya's Academy of Dance. 

TwoBoros Brewery, owned by Seth Cohn, is a vibrant downtown Wilkesboro destination offering wood-fired pizzas 
and in-house brewed beers. The brewery is using the awarded $5,000 grant to enhance its outdoor seating area, 
improving the overall ambiance. Funds will go toward upgrading tables, chairs, string lights, and decor to create a 
more inviting space, accommodating more customers and elevating the experience for families, friends, and tour-
ists enjoying the brewery's unique offerings. For more information, visit TwoBorosBrewery.com. 

https://www.facebook.com/3pinkflamingosboutique/
https://brandedboro.com/
https://www.blueridgereflexology.com/
https://www.highcountryseafoodco.com/
https://libertytheatrenc.com/
https://dancestudio-pro.com/online/tonyasacademyofdance?fbclid=IwY2xjawHFLitleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHXpEPq2kbJyFlMYlNivO7SvyvPVrXAxB1jXt3_CdPhmCrxAhRScffbA9pA_aem__QCTu_lTx9cnJm48CL8K4Q
https://www.twoborosbrewery.com/


 

 

Wilkesboro, NC — Herbal Ingenuity, a leading supplier of botanical raw 
materials, is expanding its operations with the help of an $85,000 Building 
Reuse Grant from North Carolina’s Rural Infrastructure Authority. The project 
includes renovating a 49,000-square-foot facility in Wilkesboro and adding a 10,000-square-foot expansion, supported by a $1.08 
million private investment. The expansion is expected to create 10 new jobs with wages above the county average. 

Local support includes $28,630 in economic incentives from Wilkes County and the Town of Wilkesboro, coordinated by Wilkes EDC. 
The project will also generate increased tax revenue for the area, further benefiting the community. 

Since 2015, Herbal Ingenuity has been a trusted partner in the botanical industry, providing high-quality, ethically sourced ingredients for 
sectors like dietary supplements and cosmetics. This expansion reinforces the company’s role as an economic driver in Wilkes County. 

For more information or to explore employment opportunities, visit HerbalIngenuity.com. 

North Wilkesboro, N.C. — Provalus, an innovative IT company committed to transforming 
rural communities, is expanding to North Wilkesboro, bringing up to 150 new jobs to the 
region. The company provides paid training programs to help individuals build careers in 
technology, including roles in technical support, cybersecurity, and system engineering. 

This expansion is made possible through an inter-local agreement between Wilkes County and the Town of North Wilkesboro, which 
allowed the Town to purchase 711 Main Street for $2.2 million in order to secure a location for Provalus. Provalus has been awarded 
$150,000 from the NC Department of Commerce’s One NC grant to support job creation. Additionally, on December 5th, the Town of 
North Wilkesboro was awarded a $150,000 Building Reuse Grant, which will be used for upfits to the building in support of Provalus’ 
commitment to creating jobs in the area. Wilkes EDC provided assistance throughout the project and aided in securing the grants.  

"We are proud to deepen our roots in North Carolina and invest in the potential of this remarkable area," said Mike Keogh, President of 
Provalus. 

Provalus will begin operations in early 2025, offering new job opportunities that are expected to significantly impact both the local 
workforce and economy. For more details on employment opportunities, visit Provalus' website. Read the full Press Release here: 
Technology Company Announces Plans To Create 150 Jobs In North Wilkesboro, North Carolina | Wilkes EDC  

The Tory Oak Project provided Wilkes Early College High School students with an immersive 
experience exploring Wilkes County's career and leisure opportunities. This year, 60 10th-grade 
students participated, visiting 20+ destinations to learn about the county’s history, heritage, 
industry, economy, tourism, and recreation. The program also highlighted career and 
entrepreneurial opportunities available locally. 

Throughout the project, students developed Wilkes-based business plans and pitched their ideas 
to a panel of judges. A total of 16 business concepts were presented, featuring tourism-related 
attractions, unique lodging options, outdoor recreational activities, social hangout spots, and 
other ventures aimed at engaging visitors and residents alike. 

Wilkes EDC supported the project with a $1,500 sponsorship and engaged with students through 
mentoring and judging. LeeAnn Nixon and Francisco Martinez of Wilkes EDC joined Mick Zulpo, 
owner of The Block; Laurie Brintle-Jarvis, director of the Small Business Center at Wilkes 
Community College; Thomas Salley, director of Wilkes County Tourism; and Kristan Dotson of the 
Wilkes Chamber of Commerce as judges.  

If you or your organization would like to get involved or support next year’s Tory Oak Project, 
please contact Olivia Walsh.  
Wilkes Early College High School | walsho@wilkes.k12.nc.us | (336) 838-6247 

http://www.herbalingenuity.com
https://www.commerce.nc.gov/news/press-releases/2024/12/05/governor-cooper-announces-12-grants-rural-communities-attract-110-new-jobs-and-over-36-million
https://wilkesedc.com/news/technology-company-announces-plans-to-create-150-jobs-in-north-wilkesboro-north-carolina/


 

 

Wilkes County Remains Tier 1 Status for 2025  
 

Tiers are assigned to all 100 Counties to determine various state funding opportunities that assist with economic development. For 

2025, Wilkes will remain a Tier 1 ‘Most Distressed.’ Being a Tier 1 gives us the ability to request the most assistance in relation to state 

incentives and grants. Since we remained a Tier 1, the question is, did we improve or decline? We declined rank in all categories 

compared to other counties. We improved in Adjusted Property Tax Base Per Capita, Population Growth, and Median Household 

Income. We still have a lot of work to do in relation to the North Carolina averages. Our overall Economic Distress rank significantly 

declined from #26 to #16 out of 100 counties, where one is the ‘most distressed’ and 100 is the ‘least distressed’. 

Note: Wilkes County's Average Annual Wage is $46,853  

Visit the NC Commerce website to learn more about the County Distress Rankings (Tiers)   

County Distress Rankings (Tiers) | NC Commerce  

Adjusted Property Tax Base 

Per Capita:  

Tax base increased 5.86% allowing 

more infrastructure and public service 

revenue. Ranking declined from 30 to 

24.  

2023 - 2024 

$96,295 (#30) 

2022 - 2023 

$91,928 (#28) 

2021 - 2022 

$90,091 (#35) 

2020 - 2021 

$83,712 (#35) 

2024 - 2025 

$101,935 (#24) 

*NC average $155,940 

Population Growth: 

% of population growth improved. 

Ranking declined from 29 to 28. 

2019 - 2022 

-0.75% (#29) 

2018 - 2021 

-0.85% (#27) 

2017 - 2020 

-1.56% (#28) 

2016 - 2019 

0.29% (#30) 

7/2020 - 7/2023 

0.33% (#28) 

*NC average 3.59% 

Median Household Income: 

Income increased by .71%. Ranking 

declined from 31 to 15. 

2020 - 2021 

$47,891 (#31) 

2019 - 2020 

$46,830 (#29) 

2018 - 2019 

$45,250 (#27) 

2017 - 2018 

$44,080 (#40) 

2021 - 2022 

$48,229 (#15) 

*NC average $67,516 

Unemployment Rate, 12 

Month Avg: 

Unemployment percentage increased. 

Ranking declined from 41 to 37 . 

2022 - 2023 

3.68% (#41) 

2021 - 2022 

3.70% (#47) 

2020 - 2021 

4.90% (#56) 

2019 - 2020 

5.99% (#64) 

11/2023 - 10/2024 

3.94% (#37) 

*NC average is 3.65% 

nccommerce.com/grants-incentives/county-distress-rankings-tiers
https://www.commerce.nc.gov/grants-incentives/county-distress-rankings-tiers

